
about being in right relationship:  with God, 
with others, and with ourselves.  We feel that 
by giving up things like TV, make-up, cell 
phones, iPods, etc., we are free to “tune-in” to 
one another.  Conservation is another 
important part of simplicity, particularly with 
water.  We ask that volunteers take only 3 
showers during the week here, and that two of 
those be with our bucket showers (they use 
only 5 gallons per shower!)  We also encourage 
volunteers to conserve water by using our 
outhouses instead of the indoor toilets.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
All of these cornerstones help us at Nazareth 
Farm to live in harmony with God’s earth and 
with each other. We invite you to do so too. 
 

  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
           Staff from winter of 2008. 

What they say about the Farm . . . 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“I really wasn’t sure if I wanted to go to the Farm. 

But it ended up being one of the best weeks of my 

life.” Jessica Rathbun of St. Louis University 

commented. “It was a lot of hard work, but deeply 

satisfying. I was proud of my accomplishments.” 
   

“I’ve been coming Home to the Farm since 1989” 

says Steve Terry of Bloomington, IL. “The local 

community around the Farm feels like family.” 
 

“Awesome week! Everyone talked at a much deeper 

level here. I challenged myself.  I even liked the 

bucket showers” said Alyssa Ludwig of St. John’s. 
 

“I would do this again! Great week of hard work, 

good prayer, and fun!” says Brian Temple of the 

University of Illinois. 
 

Nazareth Farm Weeks for St. John’s Lutheran 

 College Week – Jan. 2-8,  2011 
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Nazareth Farm is a Catholic community of 
volunteers inspired by the gospels and 

Social Teachings of the Church and focused 
on prayer, community, simplicity, and 
service.  We are devoted to developing 

relationships and eliminating sub-standard 
housing through home repair in rural West 

Virginia.  We provide a communal 
experience of Church as  

a center of action and prayer.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Expect A Miracle!!!!    
 

Come to Nazareth Farm in the Appalachian 

Hills of West Virginia & be Welcomed Home! 



Nazareth Farm 

Ministry  
 

 

 

 

 

Nazareth Farm is located in the Appalachian 
Hills of West Virginia in Doddridge County 
near Salem.. It is rooted in a long history of 
ministry. This community is impelled primarily 
to reach out to high school and college 
volunteers who come to work with us for a 
week.  The full time community of Nazareth 
Farm and the community of volunteers who 
come for one week, together form a community 
rooted in the Gospels and Social Teachings of 
the Church by sharing morning and evening 
prayer, meals, work, service and outreach.  

Nazareth Farm provides a communal 
experience of Church as a center of action and 
prayer.  The Nazareth Farm community lives 
its mission through shared prayer, meals, work, 
hospitality and community development.  
Thus, the community through reflection, 
promotes and advocates for social action and 
economic justice. 
Nazareth Farm is devoted to developing 
relationships and eliminating sub-standard 
housing through home repair in rural West 
Virginia. The community of Nazareth Farm 
lives in and serves the people of Doddridge 
County.  We are prompted to reach out to the 
families of Doddridge and surrounding 

Counties with whom we minister build relationships 
and offer home repair.  This service is rooted in the four 
cornerstones of prayer, simplicity, service and 
community.  

CoCoCoCornerstonesrnerstonesrnerstonesrnerstones 
Prayer Prayer Prayer Prayer –––– Community Community Community Community    ----    Service Service Service Service ----    SimplicitySimplicitySimplicitySimplicity    

 

PrayerPrayerPrayerPrayer:  On the Farm, we pray to begin the day, before 
each meal, as we work, and each evening to end the 
day.  We recognize that God has given us all that we 
have, and we thank the Lord for the many blessings 
we experience daily.  As Christians, we are called to 
promote a community of peace and prayer.  
 

CommunityCommunityCommunityCommunity:  As a community of equals, we eat 
together, do dishes together, work together, pray 
together, and spend free time together.  During meal 
time, we ask that volunteers take what they eat, and 
eat what they take.  Also, on Tuesday nights, we invite 
many of our friends from the community over for 
supper, prayer, and fellowship.  We are community at 
the Farm and in the community. We support local 
businesses by purchasing from them first – it is 
sometimes more expensive but essential in being 
community together.  
 

ServiceServiceServiceService:  We choose to do home repair for people who 
can’t afford the labor, and or can’t make the repairs 
themselves.  We do repairs for no salary or 
compensation.  We work with people, not for them.  

We try to recognize when our needs have been 
filled so that our excess can be used to fill someone 
else’s needs. The next step is to give of ourselves by 
truly giving of our need, not just our want.  Nazareth 
Farm is about home repair, but more importantly 
we are about people.  We believe that God loves 
each of us in the same way and so we strive to give 
all people the dignity and respect they deserve. 

 

SimplicitySimplicitySimplicitySimplicity:  Too often, our lives get cluttered with 
the “stuff” of modern life, such as television, radio, 
and cell phones.  The cornerstone of simplicity is all 
about being present to people and God at all times. 
We eliminate some of the distractions and embrace 
a simple lifestyle for this week at the Farm.   


