Jr. High Ministry Team

Monday, January 28 Gathering   Location: Bakers Square Restaurant

Present: Chris Fuss, Kirk Fagerland, Rob Gieraltowski, Kelly Jacob, Bill Leary, Sara White
Updates since Gathering in BLUE
Bible Review: The group individually read over Pr. Elyse’s overview of the Teen Study Bible and general info on Bible choices.  The group received a brief introduction from Rob regarding the history of Bibles for children and youth and then discussed the “pros” and “cons” of moving to a different Bible (and/or different translation).  The main issues with the current Teen Study Bible were with the fundamentalist theology in many of the commentaries and the surprising lack of the theology of Grace.  Other considerations were shifting from the NIV translation to an NRSV translation.  After a very good discussion the group unanimously decided to discontinue use of the Teen Study Bible starting with the 2008-2009 school year.  Sara suggested that if we feel strongly about using the NRSV Student Bible instead then shouldn’t we give new Bibles to all 6-8th graders?  The group decided unanimously to give new NRSV Student Bibles to all students enrolled in Thrive this fall.  We discussed funding issues regarding this change and felt we had adequate funds for about 50% of the cost (total amount equals approximately $3000) and Rob would inquire with the pastors about other possible funding outside of the Junior High budget for this one-time special expense.  The Junior High Team thanks Pastors Knight and Elyse for giving us information and direction in making this special and important decision.
Upcoming Events:  Rob briefly highlighted some upcoming dates in Jr. High ministry including:  Ash Wed. Service (Feb. 6, 7:15/PLC), 5th Grade Thrive Registration (March 9, 2-3:00pm/PLC) and summer trips (Cave Camp and SALT).  Rob forgot to add the Casting Crowns concert at the Coliseum on April 25 (tickets still available to junior high families).

Special Events:  We talked about the need (or not) for planning an event for late winter/early spring.  Possible ideas were retreats, a ski trip or a social opportunity.  Rob presented another option called Taste Worship (www.tasteworship.com) which features musician/speaker Peder Eide who 13 youth and adults saw at the Jr. High Fall Retreat at LOMC and thought his music and message was fantastic.  Taste Worship is a worship event for parent(s) and student that is highly energetic yet deeply moving and helps families appreciate worship and gives them real “hands-on” ideas to carry on throughout the year.  The group enthusiastically decided to pursue the event for Wednesday, March 19, 2008 and everyone agreed to help.  The event is expensive but we have some special designated funds allocated to special events that will help with the majority of the costs.  We will promote as a regular Thrive night although the time for the event will be slightly altered from a regular Thrive evening (6:00-8:30pm instead of the regular 6:45-8:30pm).  We will take a free-will offering to further cover costs.  A meeting will be set soon to start planning this special Thrive event.  Taste Worship has been booked and plans are underway.  A special planning meeting for Taste Worship will take place on Tuesday, February 12.
Service Work/Heir Force: We reviewed our initiative to help Thrive small groups to engage in service work outside of the Thrive program.  We set a goal for 3 additional groups to engage in at least one additional service work event (Heir Force) before the end of the school year.  Two groups have already participated in service work through Midwest Food Bank and Christmas caroling to St. John’s “shut-ins.”  Possible ideas that were generated were:  sleepovers with a servant event as a part of it, responding to local emergencies (ie. flooding in Pontiac). Chris reported that work with Big Brothers/Big Sister would not be feasible with our setup and she will contact a new organization called Angel Food Ministries about service possibilities with their food distribution program.
Rob talked too much and didn’t finish his bowl of soup (it wasn’t that great anyway).  It was a great Gathering however!!!!
