
Jr. High Ministry 
St. John’s Lutheran Church 

1617 E. Emerson St. 
Bloomington, IL 61701 

Wednesday Night Schedule 

5:30pm 
DinnerTime 

Optional,  
Reservation  

Required 
Fee per semester 

5:30-6:30pm  
Parish Life Center  

(All-Ages) 
 

6:30pm 
Setup for Evening 

6:30-6:45pm 
 
 

(Thrive) 

6:45-8:30pm 
 

Groups Meet 
Parish Life Center 

 
Intro 

Games, Intro Theme/
Presenters 

 
Presenter &  

Interruptions 
Presentation of 
Nightly Theme, 

Small Group Interrup-
tions 

 
Small Groups 

Meet In Various 
Rooms 

 

8:30pm 
HEAD FOR HOME 

1st WED 
Learning 

Event 
PLC 

6:45-8:30pm 
 

2nd WED 
Group-

Building: 
    Fellowship, 
    Servant or 
    other Team
-building 

Small Group 
and Parents 

Start at Church 
6:45-8:30pm 

 
3rd WED 
Learning 

Event 
PLC 

6:45-8:30pm 
 

4th WED 
Guide Huddle 

Meeting 
Students 

Do not meet 
Guides Meet 

 
5th WED 

Thrive Off 

STJOHNSJRHIGH.ORG 

THRIVE 
We don’t just live, 

we THRIVE in faith! 

Inviting and Connecting  
Jr. High Youth and Their Families To 

Christ.  

SURVIVE vs. THRIVE 

I’m doing it because I have to. 
I’m doing it because someone is 
helping me to.  I want to get to 
know God and others more! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I’m doing it so I can be confirmed. 
“Confirmation” is not something the 

pastors, staff, parents or friends 
does “to” you.  Instead, the Rite of 
Confirmation is a time of new be-
ginnings - for the student to grab 
hold of their faith and promise to 

grow. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Time, and money are wasted. 
Time and money are better  

invested. 



Purpose of Thrive 

Small Groups =  
Building Christian Relationships  

Fellowship: a time when  
students are known, cared 

for, and nurtured. 

In the early church, fellowship was 
more relational than recreational. 

¶ Encourages accountable  
                    relationships 
¶ Nurturing happens in small 

      groups 
¶ Helps students become verbal 
¶ Relationships, Relationships,  
                               Relationships 
¶ Allows students to personalize 

their faith and grow! 

Thrive is a great way to partner 
with parents in the baptismal 

covenant. 

We focus on discipling  

instead of dealing with  
discipline!  

Main Themes 

All grades explore themes at 

the same time.  

2011-2012  
Friends, Sexuality,  

Other Pressures 
 

2012-2013  
School, My Life, Pressures 

 
2014-2015 

Family, Self Image,  
Martin Luther, Pressures 

 

Catechism and scripture 

are included throughout  
all Learning Events. 

Jr. High Newsletters 
 

Faith Talks / God-Sightings 
 

Home Resources 
 

Blessings 
 

Milestone Events 
Including: 

Preparing for Adolescence 
Celebrating Adolescence 

iWORD Bible Study 
1st/2nd Sundays, 9:15am 

 

Genesis  Sundays, 10:30am 

 

Thrive 1st, 2nd, 3rd Weds. 

 
Jr. High Team 

 
Thrive Challenges 

 
Camps/Retreats 

 
Servant Opportunities 

 
Special Events 

 

Your Church 

Your Home 
“Home Grown Faith” 


