






A Church Alive! Ministry Vision

What does this building plan mean for us here at St. John’s? The following is a ministry statement 

prepared by Pastor Knight Wells, Pastor Elyse Nelson Winger and staff. It is also available on 

the St. John’s website (www.stjohnsbloomington.org).

Phase I—
8 A new entrance into St. John’s

This space will be a place of connection and will serve as the primary welcoming space for ministry. An expanded 
and remodeled north entrance to St. John’s will send this message: in this place, people want to invite and connect 
people to God and one another through Christ’s love. Windows will allow natural light to flood the Narthex where 
St. John’s will welcome members and visitors. It will include new restrooms that will be accessible and convenient. 
An open stairwell will lead to new gathering space below. A new space north of the Sanctuary will allow for more 
gathering and movement before and after worship services as well as a new entry point into the Sanctuary.

8 Children’s Ministry (2 yrs. – 5th Grade)
The Ministry:

Joy Zone is a vibrant children’s ministry and we’re expecting more that 300 children to be enrolled for the 2008-
2009 school year - representing over 225 families. Our vision is to capture the hearts and imaginations of children 
with the love of Jesus. We strive to support parents’ efforts to build a spiritual foundation.

The Building:
A bright, open, welcoming central gathering space near the classrooms under the new Narthex will not only •	
connect families with each other but with the entire St. John’s congregation. Families entering St. John’s through 
the Narthex or the Atrium will have quick and easy access to the Joy Zone welcome area.
Relocating and expanding a children’s library in this area is an exciting possibility; it will provide parents and •	
leaders with resources to help in the faith formation of their children. The Joy Zone coordinator will have a 
central location on Sunday mornings to greet visitors and parents and still have easy access to all the teachers, 
classrooms and students.
New and remodeled classrooms will provide safer, brighter, cleaner rooms that are more centrally located. The •	
additional classrooms will provide for future growth of our program. More medium-sized rooms will enable us 
to enlarge our current Vacation Bible School (VBS) ministry and expand community outreach programs.
New Early Childhood classrooms will be located in the same area as the Noah’s Ark preschool. This will allow •	
for larger rooms with age-appropriate furniture and restrooms in the classrooms and more space for teachers 
to lead interactive lessons.
An updated Fellowship Hall will serve as a great location with better lighting, technology and kitchen for our •	
Large Group gatherings each Sunday as well as milestone events like: My Bible Class, First Communion week, 
and VBS.
A new office space located near the youth program staff will allow for a more cohesive and integrated approach •	
to our ministries.

8 Noah’s Ark Preschool
The Ministry:

Noah’s Ark Preschool provides excellent early education in a faith-filled environment for families of St. John’s 
Lutheran Church and the community. Many of those enrolled for the 2008–2009 school year are St. John’s 
members. Faith-based stories and lessons are woven into the curriculum, we teach with a Christian foundation 
and the newest developments in early childhood.

The Building:
Security will be enhanced. A bright, inviting environment will welcome children, their families and their •	
caregivers into Noah’s Ark. Remodeled space will support the weekday ministries of Noah’s Ark and the 
weekend ministries of St. John’s.



8 Jr. High (6th-8th grade)
The Ministry:

Our ministries are dedicated to connecting our 6-8th graders and their families to God and each other. At Thrive 
(our Wednesday night large/small group catechism, fellowship, and mission program); Genesis (Sunday mornings); 
and through special events (camps, retreats, and trips), we seek to involve junior high families in prayer, service 
and God’s Word while exploring and learning about our rich Lutheran identity.

The Building:
The new junior high room, designed for 6th-8th graders, will enhance our weekly Genesis program on Sunday •	
mornings, which currently serves 26+ youth. This space will serve as a unique gathering area throughout the 
week. Junior high youth can feel “at home” in church and also be inspired to go forward into the world around 
them! The new room could also host our monthly Thrive Guide Huddles in a more comfortable and accessible 
space to train, encourage and support our leaders.
Remodeled and new classrooms on the lower level will improve our small group experiences for the Thrive •	
program, and better enable us to grow and accommodate 25+ groups on Wednesdays for the 2008–2009 
school year, as compared to 18 groups during the 2007–2008 school year.

8 Senior High (9th –12th grade)
The Ministry:

We strive to provide the senior high youth and their families many ministry opportunities through: Word—
studying the faith, Prayer—a variety of ways to pray, Service—missions and local service projects and Community 
– activities to strengthen our bonds to each other.

C.H.A.O.S. (Claiming Him as our Savior) meets every Wednesday throughout the year. In 2009, C.H.A.O.S. 
will be led by the Youth Ministry Board—a group of youth and adults—at least half of the time per semester. 
We use the Fellowship Hall for most of the program and use the Chapel for the closing prayer. Extreme Faith, 
our Sunday morning Bible study, uses videos and discussions on biblical themes that relate to youth and to our 
faith. L.I.G.H.T. (Living in God’s House Together) is a youth-led worship service held the second Sunday of each 
month and invites youth leadership and themes to guide this eclectic evening worship. Mission is fundamental 
to our Senior High Ministry through summer Work Camp and trips to Bethlehem and Nazareth Farms. Youth are 
encouraged to serve, witness, and grow in faith. The Youth Ministry Board is a group that meets monthly; helps 
advise the director of youth ministry and helps plan and develop our different ministries.

The Building:
A larger and more versatile senior youth room will provide space for flexibility in programming, meetings and •	
social areas. It will provide a place in which they may take ownership and “drop in” on certain evenings to 
hang out, seek spiritual guidance, borrow a book from the Youth Resource Library or just connect with each 
other.
The new offices for youth and children’s programming staff will be an essential place for connection between •	
youth, their families and other staff members.
A new kitchen and other basic enhancements in the Fellowship Hall will be wonderful for our Wednesday •	
night programming as well as special events like The Easter Egg Hunt, Graduation Breakfast, Work Camp 
Sponsor Appreciation Dinner, Confirmation Rehearsal Dinner, retreats and game nights.

8 Nursery
The Ministry:

Currently we provide regular nursery on Sundays during the 9:00 and 10:15am worship services and at other 
times as necessary. The nursery is housed on the second level in the Noah’s Ark rooms. Each week the nursery is 
staffed at both services with loving, attentive and dedicated volunteers who care for children ages six weeks to 
36 months old.

The Building:
New rooms for infants and toddlers, as well as for nursing mothers, are included in the building plans. They are •	
centrally located between the Sanctuary and the Parish Life Center and include new restrooms.
This additional space will be more visible and in a more easily accessed location.•	



8 Adult Education
The Ministry:

Momentum in the Adult Education classes has been building. Classes have met in the Chapel and the conference 
rooms in the office wing of St. John’s as well as the Fellowship Hall and Sanctuary. Opportunities abound for 
many different kinds of learning experiences for adults: small group study, lectures and forums, DVD-based 
classes and conversation.

The Building:
The remodeled area on the second level with one large classroom and two smaller spaces will allow a variety •	
of programming to flourish on Sunday mornings and throughout the week.
A remodeled Fellowship Hall and kitchen will continue to serve as an excellent large group gathering space, •	
especially for lecture and forum-style adult education.

Looking Ahead to Phase II—

Worship Space
A long-term vision for St. John’s includes a renovated and expanded Sanctuary. We believe in the power and 
possibility of worship in one central location at St. John’s for the sake of unity and witness. Worship will continue 
to be wonderfully diverse at St. John’s, and space for worship will need to be fundamentally flexible. We will need 
to imagine space that supports the technology needed for worship with pipe organ, full band, acoustic instruments, 
choirs and ensembles; space that allows for a variety of media, depending on the style or theme of worship; and 
space that, above all, invites prayer, reflection, and encounter with God. The architectural and holy beauty of our 
current spaces will be a guiding inspiration as we move toward a primary worship space at St. John’s.

Also included in the plans for Phase II:
Remodeled office space•	
Remodeled and expanded Chapel•	
Possible remodeling of the Parish Life Center (PLC) as an activity room•	




